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The followina o.ro coonents to the droft text of Resolution 4 - Structure a.nc1 

Strength of Ships - ae suboitted to tho Conference under docuoont SOIAS/CONF/5/1. 

The Council of tho IntornAtional Association of Classification Societies (Iii.CS) 

has eXllJJinod tho resolution and considers thnt the rocomondation to establish a 

chapter on structure o.nd stroncrth of ships for inclusion in the International 

Convention £or Snfoty of Lifo at Sea, 1974, cannot bo justified. 

It is notod tho.t tho work of tho Intorruitiono.l Ships' Structures Conerose (ISSC) 

in this field is referred to in tho resolution. Tho ISSC cooprises invited 

individual po.rticipnnts, export in thoir field of spocinliontion, who neet 

triennially to review rosonroh o.nd developoent work published by Universities, 

Roaoarch Institutes, Claacifioation Sociatios and others nnd mko observations 

rola.tiUG to future poosiblo rooonroh. Tho !SSC is unable to inplonont roscnrch 

and ho.a noithor tho function nor the capability to establioh atruotu.ral design 

oothods or rules and ro&"Ula.tions. This work is done by tho Classification Sooiotios 

o.nc1 is oo-ordino.toc1 throuGh tho !ACS' Workincr Party on the strcn[rth of ships. 

Iii.CS throue}:l its Uorld.nc Pnrty is continuously engo.ced in co-ordino. ting tho 

estnbliol.oent of proctico.l and safe ship otructural dosien and O.l)pra.isal stnndn:cdso 

It sota deail}Il criteria, dotominos buildinc mtoria.l stnnda.rds and unifies and 

updo.tos prosont rules and roc;ulations, ~o.king particular account of service roports 

nnd clD.ta. 
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If ship structuros nre to bo reliable n.nd snfo, tho abovo 

nrrnncooonts nro ossentinl. It is inportant that new proven tochnoloGico.l 

dovelopnento nro incorporated in ohip structural desiG'll nnd construction 

nnd it is .fundru.1ental to ensure tho.t full ucoount is token of nll ncounulo.tod 

service exporionoe. 

!ACS perfomo these particular .functions nnd it is therefore proposed 

that ship structural strolll,rth sta.nclurda nnd buildina no.terinl standards 

shall continue to be entrusted to tho Menber Societies. 


